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 You may have seen the new Netflix documentary ‘Beckham’, about one of England’s most well-known footballers.
Near the start, Beckham talks about his school days and says ‘I never really did well at school. I wasn’t intelligent, believe it or not.’
Now that got my attention. Having been to several games where David Beckham played, I have to disagree with him.
Intelligence in many schools, and maybe in society, is often judged by how eloquent we are, or how much we know about an academic subject.
However, there are many other ways of measuring intelligence and success. For example, how many of us could pass a football from 40 yards and land it exactly where we wanted? How many of us could curve a ball over a wall of defenders and watch it nestle in the top corner?
For this, you need a certain kind of intelligence. There’s an element of physics and mathematics in knowing the amount of spin, pace and direction in which to aim. There’s also a lot of resilience in being willing to practise these skills again and again until you perfect them.
And so while David Beckham may have not left school with a string of grade As (or 7s), he undoubtedly has a type of intelligence that very few others possess. Of course, he’s also been phenomenally successful too, despite his perceived lack of ‘intelligence’. He appears to be a caring, open-minded individual who can balance a family life, career and numerous sponsors. That also takes a particular kind of skill.
You may have noticed I’ve weaved in several of IB’s Learner Profiles here. That’s because they also seek to make students aware that they need these attributes if they are going to do well in life – simply getting the top grades won’t be enough, especially in today’s ever-changing world.
This is something we look to promote among our students. We highlight an IB Learner Profile attribute each month and present certificates to students in each grade who exemplify them the most. We also encourage students to discuss these attributes (there are ten in total) and consider who they feel demonstrates them well.
Some may grow up and become professional athletes, like Beckham. Others may not, but they will still require different types of intelligence to succeed. For some, those academic grades are going to be vital for the path they choose to go down and, for others, they will be able to find their own versions of ‘success’ based on the life skills – and Learner Profile attributes – that we work hard to promote.
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Announcement




Sign up for the OYIS Scholarship Exam 



Students who are eligible for Grades 10 or 11 in August 2023 are invited to take the 2022 Scholarship Exam. This exam is the first step to potentially receiving the OYIS Achievement Award.
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OYIS Wins Major International Award 



At OYIS, we don’t just teach students about academic subjects. We also want students to understand real-world issues. That’s why we launched a whole-school project
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Nudging Towards Better Study Habits: The Power of Influencers 
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Knowledge for Its Own Sake 



INTERNAL motivation is a drive that comes from within you. Just like athletes experience pleasure as they develop competency and strength, students may sense meaning
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December 15, 2023 
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OYIS Scholarship Exam 2023 



OYIS is pleased to announce this year’s Academic Scholarships will be starting soon.These are a great opportunity for students – current and new – to
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Let's start your OYIS journey
 




















 


 





First time Applying? 



Click here to start your application 














 





Existing Account? 



Sign in Here 
















Our Core Values
 



















Encounter. Connect. Transform.
 








Nakatsu Campus
	+81 6 6345 1661
	[email protected]
	6-7-34, Nakatsu, Kita-ku, Osaka Japan, 531-0071

Tosabori Campus
	+81 6 7669 1222
	[email protected]
	9F, 1-5-6, Tosabori, Nishi-ku, Osaka Japan, 550-0001
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