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Dear Parents,

I hope that you and your families had an enjoy
and restful Winter vacation. The students retuf
on January 12 with great enthusiasm and enerj
We look forward to the continued growth and dey,
opment of our students in spirit, mind and bod\
2010!

The Japanese New Year Party was successfully held recently and the students experienced a
of traditional activities, including mochi pounding.

The ESS Department held our fourth annual English Awareness Week (EAW). The planned
tivities enhanced the awareness and usage of English throughout the school among students
ent s, faculty and staff. A big AThank You!

Grades 3 to 6 underwent the ACER ISA standardized tests in Math and English Language /
and we await the results in May.

Assemblies have continued apace with various grades giving presentations and student arri
departures and Birthdays also being celebrated. We presented the latest Lion Learner Certific
to students who have worked hard at internalizing the attributes of the IB Learner Profile at
AssemblyonJanuary®5 We al so cel ebrated St. Valenti
the Grade 3 classroom to the ESS Room and vice versa! We hope the Grade 3 students like
new, spacious classroom.

While school was closed on February"#hd 12" OYIS faculty and staff were busily engaged in
an IB PYP InHouse workshop led by Ms. Leanne Erickson, the IB PYFo@mator at Yoko-
hama International School. Such a workshop is mandatory in the first year of PYP candidacy :
OYIS greatly benefitted from the experience.

QYIS has applied for membership of the Japan Council of International Schools (JCIS) which
an umbrella organization of international schools in Japan. On Februrg 2@1S delegation
visited OYIS and we expect a decision to be made with regard to our application in the near
ture.

The month of February has ushered in the annual battle between Winter andli&pnmeather.

We have had two confirmed cases of Influenza A. Please continue to take precautions agains
ness as temperatures continue to fluctuate. Alcohol hand wash is still available at the school
trance. Hand washing is an effective way of slowing down the spread of viruses. QYIS stude
underwent an annual health check on February 23rd.

As the school continues to move towards being environmentally friendly, we have decided to
duce the amount of paper used in printing the Newsletter. Families who have two or more child
at OYIl S will now receive their copy of 6Th

We are now more than halay through the school year and we look back on what has been a
complished so far and what is still left to do. Education is an ongoing task as odrohge

Learners realize. With the onset of Spring, we are sure to witness rising energy levels amongst
students. We look forward to many more engaging educational experiences in the months ahes
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New/Departing Students

We welcome the following students to OYIS:

Name Level

Kana Mizuno Preschool
Mika Inui Preschool
Kuuga Ueda Preschool
June J. Souk Kindergarten B
Gyung Ho Jeon Grade 1
Yuuya Tsukamoto Grade 1

Ririka Azumi Grade 2
Ju-Hye Jeon Grade 3

We look forward to working closely with them and their parents in the time ahead.

We bid farewell to the following students and wish them and their families well in their
future educational endeavours:

Name Level

Maxsim Vrishch Preschool

Jun Seo Yun Kindergarten B
Cody Lokotui Grade 1
Anthony Duggan Grade 2

Paris Lokotui Grade 3
George Matsunaga Grade 3

Ji Won Yun Grade 4

Upcoming Events

3/12 Second Report Card
3/15- 19 Studemied Conferences
3/22 4/2 Spring Break (No School)

4/17 Sports Day
4/297 5/5 Golden Week vacation (No School)

Please note the following:

During Parent/Teacher Conferences week there will be no OYIS-8#eool Clubs. ESS
Club and the AfteiSchool Care service will continue as usual. OYIS will close on March
19" at 12 Noon. There will be no lunch service on that day.
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OYIS Raffle

OYIS is seeking the help of parents who are interested in supporting the OYIS Raffle for 1
International Food and Entertainment Festival on M&y. Z2YIS needs help in locating major
sponsors to donate attractive prizes. The money raised is very helpful towards further deve
ment of OYIS resources. All interested parents are asked to contact a PTA representativ
the Office. We would like to acknowledge the very generous donationl6,000 by Mrs.
Matsukawa (Mother of Sora, Grade 2). This prize money is invaluable in enabling the raffle
be a rewarding experience both for the school and for the participants.

Japan Counclil of International S

On February 22 Mr. Peter MacKenzi

Chair of JCIS and Head of Hiroshima Ini’f -
national School, accompanied by Mr
Fitzgerald, Supervising Principal of Marf=—

Brothers International School, visited OY=
as a final step on the way to becomt—

hours and in that time the visitors met
the administration and the PYP
ordinator; the students and faculty; and
Chair (Mr. Tanaka) and Parent Represe
tive (Mrs. Yamashita) of the Governi
Board. They were |
friendly atmosphere and the progress "™
have made towards becoming an IB World School. They will make a recommendation rege
ing our application at their next JCIS meeting in April.

The following information gives an outline of JCIS:

drhe Japan Council of International Schools (JCIS) includes most of the international schc
operating in Japan. ..Schools applying for membership to JCIS must meet a number of im|
tant criteria including stability, continuity, professionalism and an explicit commitment to in
ternationalism. Education must be provided in English. ...The heads of member schools n
twice a year usually in September and March/April. Meetings are held at member school
once a year in the Tokyo region and once elsewhere in Japan. ...O+icaddgybasis, heads
of JCI'S schools communicate with each .
Opportunities are also taken to share the cost of visiting speakers or performers v
neighbouring schools, to coordinate PD initiatives, to bring together specialist staff and to s
port schools introducing new curricul ums
tive organization which exists for the betterment of all international schools in Japan to t
benefit of the parents who choose them ar

More information can be found at:
http://www.hiroshimais.ac.jp/~jcis/mod/resource/view.php?id=6
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Requests for Student Document:

When OYIS students apply to other schools or return to their country of origin parents usue
request various documentation including report cards and letters of recommendation; Fi
March £, 2010, such requests will be screened by the Office in the first instance and, in so
cases, a meeting with the Principal will be arranged prior to the issuing of any documentat
in order to clarify the studentds situat
dation directly from teachers without prior approval from the Office. Parents requesting su
documents need to fill out a request form available from the Office. Thank you for your c
operation.

Lost & Found

The Lost & Found box is currently overflowing, despite being emptied prior to the Winter vz
cation! Please check it to make sure that none of the lost items belong to your child. The ite
are also periodically put on display in the General Purpose area.

Japanese New Year Party

The Japanese New Year Party was held on Tuesday, Jantfa019. The event was a won-
derful success with the children engaged in mashki and traditional games. Our thanks go
to the Japanese teachers, Yostsda and Fukumotean, as well as to the PTA.

ACER ISA

The Australian Council for Educational R €
undertaken by students from Grades 3 to 6 inclusive on Febrdamyd33" respectively. This
assessment is designed specifically for students in international schools whose language c
struction is English. It is based on internationally endorsed reading and mathematical liter:
frameworks of the OECD6s Program for | nt
ment covers Reading, Mathematical Literacy and Writing. The results will be made availal
to the participating students in May.

Classroom Change

You may have noticed that the Grade 3 classroom is no longer where it used to be! From F
ruary 18" onwards the Grade 3 classroom is located where the ESS classroom used to be
the 9" floor. This new room gives the Grade 3 students and teacher a more teachingdearnir
friendly space. The ESS classroom is now located on'tH®@& where the Grade 3 class-
room used to be and the small group work that ESS is engaged in will not in any way be i
pacted by the move. Thank you to the teachers and students concerned for their flexibility
to those involved in physically moving everything between the two rooms.
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East Asia Regional Council of Overse

60The East Asi a Regi onal Counci l of Over s
schools in East Asia. These schools have a total of more than 82,0RQ@ith grade stu-
dents and over 9,000 teachers and administrators. EARCOS also has 111 associate m
ber® textbook and software publishers and distributors, universities, financial planners, a
chitectural firms, insurance companies, youth organizationd, eted over 21 individual
members.

Membership in EARCOS is open to elementary and secondary schools in East Asia whi
offer an educational program using English as the primary language of instruction, and
other organizations, institutions, and individuals interested in the objectives and purposes

A

the Council . 0O
(http://www.earcos.org)

The annual EARCOS Teachersod6 Conference w
the Spring Break and seven of our teachers will attend. Mr. John Hozack, Grade 4 Homeroc

Teacher, has been appointed as OYI S EARC
school year. The theme of this yedCérmst wroy

Donations

OYIS would like to thank the following who generously donated to the school:

Name Child/Organization Donation

Mrs. Matsukawa Sora (Grade 2) 100,000 towards the Festival Raffls

v

Tuition Fees

For parents who have opted to pay tuition fees in instalments, payment of the third and fin
instalment is due by February"28010. Prompt payment would be appreciated. If you have
any concerns or are aware of any potential delays related to instalment payment please ct
tact Hinodesan, OYIS Business Manager.

Health Check

A Health Check was undertaken by all classes on FebrudtyT2® students underwent an
eye (except Early Childhood), height, weight and internal exam check. This marks the thi
year in a row that such a chegf has been carried out at OYIS. Parents will be notified of any
irregularities that came up in the results.
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OYIS Stage Performance

On February 8 a letter was sent home regarding the possible participation of our students il
stage performance marking the"2iniversary of the Commemorative Foundation for the 'In-
ternational Garden and Greenery Exposition which was held in Osaka in 1990. The respons
this proposal was not strong enough to w
standabl e given that the performance wi:l
OYIS would like to thank those who indicated their willingness to participate. It is hoped th
similar opportunities will occur in the future.

Korean Teachers Group

Today, February 26 a group of Korean Kindergarten teachers visited OYIS as part of a
short tour of Japan. The teachers were able to observe our Early Childhood classes in ac
and had a Question and Answer session with the school administration. The teachers w
I mpressed with the school ds overal/l frie
in the Early Childhood section.

Art Hanger Collection

QYIS has a great opportunity to invite a professional Artist to our school to not only give
demonstration but also assist the OYIS students in making a display or displays for our Fe
val.

Mr. Oni Fukunaga is a local artist that uses recycled material in creating his art. He will vis
our school in April. He will demonstrate how to use old recycled clothing hangers to create
piece of art. He will need A LOT OF HANGERS to not only do the art but then assist the st
dents.

We would like to ask everyone to donate their old clothing harmersthe next 2 months
There will be a collection area for the students to drop off the hangers they bring in. Once 1
collection box is full we will store the hangers and continue to collect hangers so please c
tinue to donate hangers over the next two months.

The size of the hangers is not important. They must be plastic, black and used. Please dc
buy hangers.

PTA

The PTA would like to report to the OYIS Community that the 2009 Christmas Bazaar he
broughtin 129,423 in sales. The PTA has made donations toward the following:

Video Camera 59,569
Xylophones (x10) 49,990
Oxford Reading Tree Set 86,683
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Coffee with the Principal

Coffee with the Principal has been held for pareng .
Preschool and Kindergarten. As well as providing

they may have, it was also an opportunity for
Réhel, IB PYP Cardinator, to explain more about t
International Baccalaureate Primary Years Progra

Room but the location of the room has change
where the Grade 3 classroom was previously locats

Thank you to all who attended the February session.

OYIS Spring Intensive Course

We are pleased to announce that we will have the OYIS Spring School for preschool, kinc
garten and elementary school students from Maréht@826" inclusive. Classes will be held
from 9:30AM to 3:30PM daily for a total fee of ¥30,000. This program is exclusively fo
QYIS students. The curriculum is similar to the regular OYIS curriculum; however it is mor
relaxed and focused on individual needs and enhancement of English. Classes will be
celled i;f minimum of 4 students is not reached. Applications should be given to the Office
March 9".

World Maths Day

World Maths Dayone of the worl dés | argest gl ob:
Wednesday, March™® Students from across the globe unite in a celebration of numbers ov
the internet. The event aims to lift numeracy standards in a fun and meaningful way. In
2009 World Maths Day event more than two million students from 204 countries combined
correctly answer 452,681,681 mathematics questions. Registration is free of charge for
schools and students. More information can be foumdhat.worldmathsday.com

Internship at OYIS

Two Ichioka Junior High School students, Moe Koie and Eri Oyamada, served an interns
at OYIS on February 17and 18'. They attended Preschool and Kindergarten classes and cz
ried out their duties in a very responsible and pleasant manner.

lceSkating Excursion

OYIS will hold its annual Elementary (Grades6) ice-skating excursion on March 20Mr.
Chadwick, PE/Health Education Teacher, has issued a letter to all parents with more detail
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Lion Learner Certificate

As you are aware QYIS is basing its Lion Learner Certificate on the IBO Learner Profile. The IB PYP seeks
develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of t
planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. Such an internationally minded person demonstrates
attributes of the Learner Profile. These attributes are as follows: Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Commu
cators, Principled, Opeminded, Caring, Riskakers, Balanced, Reflective and LIfang Learners. On January
25" the third series of Lion Learner Certificates was presented to the following students:

Class Student
Preschool Sam Mustchin, Yuzuki Nango & Shu Tanaka
Kindergarten A Keishiro Kashiwagi
Kindergarten B Keigo Kusuhara & Mitsuaki Hirai
Grade 1 Leonardo D6Amato & Soo Ha UYee
Grade 2 Mizuki Takahashi, Hun Jong Ha & Gohma Kamezaki
Grade 3 Toma Yamashita & Ujjwala Chawla
Grade 4 Jong Been Park & Sae Kyung Kim
Grade 5/6 Maruseana Sititi & Ichira Kaneko

The fourth series of Lion learner Certificates will be awarded at the Assembly on Monday, Ma26n@.
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