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Dear Parents,

The cherry blossoms have made their annual ap
ance as Japanese society gears up for a new
and academic year. Here at OYIS, we continu
work towards the successful conclusion of
school year in July. Our students continue to wii,
hard and develop in all areas. Some students i o8
along with their families, have made a valuable contribution to OYIS life have departed during t
Spring Break and several new students and families have become part of our community. Stu
enrollment on reopening on May"&ill stand at 105, our highest enrollment since May 2008.
The Report Cards for the Second Marking Period have been issued and Parent/Teacher Co
ences were successfully held. We appreciate the wonderful support shown by parents at this tir

This has been a busy time for
- opportunities. Seven futime faculty attended the East Asian Re-
gi onal Counci |l of Overseas Sch
“ ence in Manila, The Philippines during the Spring Break. They are
Mr . Hozack (Grade 4/ EARCOS Tea
| ser (KA), Mrs. Maranan (Grade 1), Mr. Chadwick (PE/Health Ed.),
'%_ || Mr. Réhel (ESS Director/PYP Gardinator), Mrs. Inada (ESS
. Teacher) and Mr. Gomes (Music). This annual Conference affordec
- them a valuable opportunity to update themselves on the latest re
=l searchbased educational methodologies and to interact with othel
"8l professional educators from Japan and other countries in the Ea
Asia region. At the same time, | attended the International Baccalau
reate AsiaPacific Regional Conference in Singapore. Mr. Réhel,
: PYP Coordinator, attended a PYP East Asian Network meeting at
Nagoya International School on April"@nd Ms. Risser (KA) attended an Apple Professional
Development workshop at Yokohama International School on Apfibebha 11",

Events that have lifted our spirits and displayed the QYIS Lion spirit were also held in this peric
These events include an Ohanami Excursion on ApriSports Day on April 17, Japanese Tea
Ceremony on April 2% and a Koto performance on April #3Such events are in keeping with
the Afriendly and supportive environment?o
the OYIS Community to celebrate our development in body, mind and spirit.

We are pleased to announce that OYIS has been accepted a8 then@ifer of the Japan Council
of International Schools (JCIS). This decision was reached at the JCIS biannual meeting on A
16" and follows a visit to OYIS by JCIS representatives on Februdfy PHis is an important
milestone in our development as an international school and affords us the opportunity to wor}
a very professional network of likminded international schools. More information on the Japan
Council of International Schools can be found kttp://www.hiroshimais.ac.jp/~jcis/mod/
resource/view.php?id=6

My wish is for the Third Marking Period to be as successful as the previous two and to draw |
school year to a successful close. Yourgomg support of the students and the school is greatly
appreciated. On behalf of the faculty/staff, | wish you and your family a very happy Easter an
restful Golden Week vacation!


http://www.hiroshima-is.ac.jp/~jcis/mod/resource/view.php?id=6
http://www.hiroshima-is.ac.jp/~jcis/mod/resource/view.php?id=6
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New/Departing Students

We welcome the following students to OYIS:

Name Level

Sacha de&Comarmond Preschool
Seo Yeon Hong KA

Eo Jin Lee KB
DongHyun Lee KB
Satone Fujiwara KB

Jeong Hyun Lee KB

Ruka Terao KB

Yuuki Kitada KB
Ji-Young Lee Grade 1
Jin Woo Jung Grade 1
Jae Min Bae Grade 1
Bo Mi Kim Grade 1
Youn Seo Jung Grade 3
Jong Kwon Park Grade 4

We look forward to working closely with them and their parents in the time ahead.

We bid farewell to the following students and wish them and their families well in their
future educational endeavours:

Name Level
Mitsuaki Hirai KB
Ichira Kaneko Grade 5

Upcoming Events

4/2971 5/5 Golden Week vacation (No School)
5/22 International School Food & Entertainment Festival (School Day)
5/24 School Holiday (No School)
7/1 Studentled Conferences (No classes)
712 Final Report Card
Graduation/Promotion Ceremony
Last Day of School
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Hanger Art

On Monday, April 18 and Wednesday, April 1% the students took part in a Hanger Art project under the direc-
tion of visiting artist, Mr. Fukunaga. Disused plastic hangers were collected in the previous weeks and the c
dren reassembled them into various interesting and creative art forms. The art work can be seen in the sc
building and the Elementary designs will be on display at the International Food and Entertainment Festival
May 22". Thank you to all who contributed hangers to OYIS for this special event.

Japanese Traditional Music Pe

On April 239 Mrs. Asae Nishino and her group, Azami no Kai, came to OYIS to give a musical performanc
The group consisted of three different Japanese traditional instruments:strengkoto, the 15tring koto and
the shakuhachi . The group played traditional Japi
dance and bounce balls to the beat. The students were also treated to a special duet of Mrs. Nishino and Mr
mes playing a piece they had prepared long and hard for. Overall, it was a great opportunity for the childre
experience a little more of Japands cul toudinaingth®ur
performance and also for his participation in the event.

OYIS Library

If your child wishes to use the OYIS Library during the Summer vacation he/she is free to do so. The followi
are the regulations:

Make an advance booking with the Office

Only OYIS students can avail of this service

Timetabling priority will be given to students enrolled in the OYIS Summer Intensive Programme
Students need to collect a Library Pass from the Office before going to the Library and return it on fi
ishing

Preschool to Grade 3 students must be accompanied by a parent/guardian

Grades 4 to 6 students can use the service unaccompanied

A maximum of three students per day may use the service

Students are not allowed to check books out

All books used by the student must be put back on the shelves in the correct order

A student may avail of the service for a maximum of two hours

The school will not be liable for any accidents/injuries to students using the service

The school reserves the right to suspend the service without notice

= —a —a -9

= -4 _a_8_8_8a_8a_-2

Japanese Tea Ceremony

On Thursday, April 22 the Elementary students partook in our annual Japanese Tea Ceremony. Parents wi
also invited to attend. The Tea Ceremony was a very valuable cultural experience for all concerned. OYIS ¢
presses it sincere gratitude to Yosh&#a and Fukumotean (Japanese Teachers), Hineda (Business Man-
ager) and Mr s. Kamezaki ( Gohma, Grade 2) for orng
moto-san.
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NSSE Survey

The National Study of School Evaluation (NSSE) Opinion Survey is being carried out from fMay 30" in-
clusive. Differentiated online surveys will be offered to students (Grade 3 onwards), parents, faculty, staff,
administrators. The survey is confidential and each participant is issued with a unique access code sent by |
Translations of the survey items are also available on the OYIS Homepage. The survey results will be made a
able in an abridged form in the school newsletter and also reported to the OYIS Governing Board. The survey
useful tool in gaining a general picture of where our stakeholders feel the school is making progress and w
more work needs to be done. We encourage everyone to complete the Survey so as to gain as broad an |
standing as possible of the areas in which OYIS is strong and the areas where there is still room for developr
A Survey letter containing all the necessary details will be issued on May 14

ACER ISA

I'n February 2010 OYlS students from Grades 3 to
ment (ISA), a program developed by the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) and designed ¢
cifically for international schools.

The ISA assesses students in the three learning areas of Mathematical Literacy, Reading Literacy and Wri
using pencil and paper tests.

In February 2010 over 22,000 students from 150 international schools in 58 countries participated in the ISA.
numbers by grade level were 3,975 at Grade Three, 2,247 at Grad&,B88gt Grade Five2,253at Grade Six,
3,330at Grade Sever?,406at Grade Eight and,887at Grade Nine andl,373 at Grad&en. About 65% of the
students were from nelBnglish speaking backgrounds. This percentage represents a slighter higher proportion
nonEnglish speaking background students as in the February 2009 administration when the proportion was €
In February 2010 almost the same numdifelboys and girls took the assessments, with even representation at a
grades except grade 3 where the number of girls was 53% and at grade 10 where boys comprised 54%.

This yearod6s OYI S results show classes continuing
support continue to bear fruit, with more work still needed to be done. As is traditional, all grades have perforn
strongly in Math.

More information about the ISA program is available at the following linkw.acer.edu.au/isa

OYIS Summer Intensive Course

We are pleased to announce that we will have the OYIS Summer School for preschool, kindergarten and ‘elet
tary school students from July"5 16" inclusive. Classes will be held from 9:30AM to 3:30PM daily for a total
fee of ¥30,000. This program is exclusively for QYIS students. The curriculum is similar to the regular OY!
curriculum; however it is more relaxed and focused on individual needs and enhancement of English. Classes
be cancelled if a minimum of 4 students is not reached. A letter containing more information and an applical
slip will be sent home after the Golden Week vacation.

OYIS 2101 Calendar

The 20162011 OYIS School Calendar has been finalized, having been reviewed by the administration, faculty
and PTA and approved by the OYIS Governing Board A copy has been attached to this Newsletter and is alsc
available on the OYIS Homepagehdtp://www.oyis.org/pdf/calendar/2012011_Calendar.pdf
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Ohanami Excursion

QYIS students and faculty celebrated Ohanami in style by taking an excursion to Nishinomaru Gardens in Os:
-jo Park on Wednesday on April'6The weather was very kind to us and the students, parents and faculty en
joyed lunch and games under the sakura. Thank you to all who attended and made the excursion such a men
ble and spiriffilled occasion!

ID Tags

Parents are reminded to wear their ID tags on entering the school. This is an important safety measure and |
great help to the YMCA Wellness staff in distinguishing our parents from strangers.

Donations

Name Child/Organization Donation
Mrs. Okuda KB Assistant Teacher | Scholastic Books
Mr. Troy Guze Friend of OYIS Computer
Mrs. Matsukawa Mother of Sora, Grade 2 4 paper cutters

Sports Day

OYIS held its annual Sports Day on Saturday, April.17he good weather and the large student and parent
turn out ensured a day of fun was had by all. Mr. Chadwick, PE/Health Ed. Teacher, ably assisted by OYI
faculty and staff, had an exciting program of events lined up with games for the young -ao¢/oeng! Par-

ents entered into the spirit by taking part in the-afigvar and sprints. The OYIS Lion spirit was very much in
evidence! The following trophies were awarded at the end of the activities:

Team Trophy
Green 1% place
Blue 2" place; Tugof-War Champions
Red Joint 3° place
Yellow Joint 3° place

OYIS is very grateful to Ichioka Junior High School for allowing us to use their grounds to hold the Sports
Day. We deeply appreciate their-operation and support.
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Teacher Recruitment

Since the end of 2009, OYIS has been involved in recruiting teachers for th @DIL&chool year. Recruit-
ment is carried out as follows:

1. Positions are advertised on the OYIS Homepagew.oyis.org and on The International Educator website

(www.tieonline.conj.

2. Resumes are accepted and categorized according to various selection criteria.

3. Interviews are held either fad¢e-face or by telephone/Skype with candidates who fit the OYIS selection
criteria.

4. Followup is made with candidatesd6 referees.

5. A position is offered to the candidate and, upon acceptance, a one year contract offered.

QYIS is delighted to announce the following appointments for the-201Q school year, beginning on August
30", 2010:

Mrs. Maria Suzuike (The Philippineg)ill be the Preschool TeacheMaria is a licensed teacher with a BSE
(Physics) from Philippine Normal University which incorporate€aertificate in Early Childhood and Elemen-
tary Education. She has also undergone IB PYP training. Maria has worked in the Philippines, the United Sta
and JapanShe is married to a Japanese national and has two young children.

Ms. Helen McPherson (UKhas accepted the position aKiadergarten TeacheHelen is a licensed teacher
with a B.A. in English Language and Literature from the University of Liverpool and a PGCE from the Univer-
sity of Cardiff. She has taught i-0994820082004), i8 Thai- Mi
land and in the UK. Helen is currently a Foundation Stage Teacher at Chorlton Park Primary School, Manch
ter, UK.

Mrs. Junlah Madalinski (USAwill take over theGrade 1position. Junlah is a certified teacher with a B.A. in
Elementary Education from Wheaton College, lllinois, USA. She is presently the Kinder/Grade 1 Homerool
Teacher at Northbridge International School, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. She will travel to Osaka with her hushe
and baby daughter.

Mr . Br endan h&sdheéen appointed ab tBEL TeacherBrendan is a licensed teacher with a B.A. in
Visual Arts and Culture from Salford University. He has worked both in Japan and the UK. His wife is Japane
and they have two young children. Brendan is curr
Warrington, UK, and is also the IT and Music-G@alinator there.

Mr. Nicholas Artushin (USAhas been appointed as theisic TeacherNicholas is a certified teacher and holds

a B. Mus. in Music Education from the University of Michigan. Currently he teackH3 tusic at the North
Jakarta International School in Indonesia. As the music position also involves supervising the swimming pr
gramme on Tuesdays, it should be noted that Nicholas is a trained lifeguard and holds a certificate in AdL
Child CPR and First Aid.

Mr. Andrew Dutton (Australiahas been appointed as fAB/Health Ed. TeacheAndrew is a certified teacher
and holds a B.Ed. in Physical Education from Flinders University of South Australia. Presently he is the Grade
Homeroom Teacher at Advanced Learning Schools in Saudi Arabia. Andrew will be joined in Japan by his wife

Earthquake Drill

An Earthquake Drill was held on Wednesday, April'1%he students evacuated safely andssembled in the
Gym afterwards so as to reflect on the drill and be reminded of correct procedures to follow in case of an
emergency.
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Coffee with the Principal

The ACoffee with t heThRdMarkingiPgriadl i®asolowse dul e fior

Friday, 9:30AM to 10:20AM

Level Date
Preschool/KA/KB 5/28
Grades 1 3 6/04
Grades 4 6 6/11
Preschool/KA 6/25

The first Early Childhood coffee session will be followed by a section on explaining the ESL testing of KB
students. An extra session has been added for Preschool and KA to explain changes in the way the school \
assess students in Early Childhood in the 28001 school year in light of the introduction of the IB PYP. |
encourage you to attend the final coffee session of the school year to stay abreast of school developments an
learn more about the 1B PYP.

International School Food & Entertail

We are continuing our appeal for prize donations
val . Last yearoés raffle fundraiser greatly added
we have a reasonable number of prizes we are asking parents to consider making a prize donation to the sct
for the raffle. Prizes can come in all shapes, si
range from toys, educational materials, sale vouchers to service discounts or more. Presently our top prize
¥100,000 in cash which was generously donated by Mrs. Matsukawa (Mother of Sora, Grade 2). We have al
received a generous anonymous donation of a DS Lite.

We would be grateful if you could consider making a prize donation to OYIS and if you are so inclined please
contact the Office with further details. If you know of any other parents, colleagues/friends of yours or compa
nies/corporations who would also be interested in making such a donation pleased feel free to inform them
our raffl e. Al donated prizes wildl be acknowl eo
Bridgeo as well as on posters displayed at the!l R
made the donation then they are also free to advertise themselves at the Raffle Booth.
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Congratulations!

Ichira Kaneko (Grade 5) won an incentive award for a comic he wrote on the theme of ecology which he subi
ted to a Ministry of Education nationwide compet
Contesto in Kyoto and won first place in the #Aln
One category included fiReturneeso, children who, h

Yui Hamamoto (Grade 5) took part in a national table tennis competition recently and'taxeal in the
Junior High section in which she was the Osaka representative.

OYIS Yearbook

We are currently working on the annual OYIS Yearbook. This second publication is the culmination of a lot
collaborative work between the PR Sedimmittee led by Ms. Risser (KA), Mr. Flock (IT Director), and the fac-
ulty. It contains photographic memories of the 2@090 school year as well as samples of student wark/
reflections. It is an excellent memento of the school year and will be on sale later in this Marking Period. M
information regarding pricing and ordering will be made available in late May/early June.

PTA

Mrs. Kaneko (Ichira, Grade 5) has stepped down as PTA Chair as her family is relocating. We would like to
press our thanks to Mrs. Kaneko for her stalwart leadership and support of the school in her time as PTA CI
Mrs. Lee (Risa, Grade 1), Vigehair, is the new Chair and Mrs. Uragishi (Chika, Preschool) has joined the PTA
Mrs. Chung (Yun Ji Won fAMayodo, Grade 4) whose f ami
AiTonyo, Grade 4).

The annual PTA election will be held on Juné"H the PTA AGM. Candidates who wish to put their names
forward for election to the 2018011 PTA Executive should give their names to present PTA Executive mem
bers. OYIS encourages parents to volunteer their services as a PTA Executive member. The PTA plays a pi
role in supporting the students of OYIS.

English Super Students

Each month, students who demonstrate exceptional growth and development
in English are chosen to be English Super Students.

For the months of JanuaRebruary, our English Super Student Awards went
to the following students:

Leonar do 06 Ama@Gradel

Jong Been Park Grade 4
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