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The Bridge

VOLUME 6,

From the Prn‘?

Dear Parents,

ISSUE 2 NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

20009

The months of November and Dece
have been busy ones at Osaka YMCA |
national School. Classes were involvec,
all the usual learning activities as well*
field trips, Christmas tree decoration and preparation for the Christmas Conce
which centred on the theme of AKwazy
coordination with the students, faculty and staff worked hard to ensure a wonde
ful performance. Some of our most talented students and staff did themselve
proud in their performances as did the Dance Club under the expert tutelage
Mrs. Maranan and Ms. Shannon and the Film/Drama Club under the guidance
ML Johnson.

The First Marking Period Report Cards were issued on NovemBar#DParent/
Teacher Conferences were successfully held in the week immediately afterwarc
As usual, our parents reaffirmed their commitment to the students and the schc
by posting a 100% attendance rate.

The PTA was very active in hosting t
grateful to all the parents who manned the stall during and after school hours, |
well as to everyone who purchased many treats. The money will support PT,
funds and, by extension, the whole school.

We hope you enjoy our everolving Homepage available atvw.oyis.org. Our

IT Director, Mr. Eugene Flock, has worked hard to bring us this updated Home
page which now includes a o6searcho f
word protected Community Access area.

Winter brings us the season of Christmas, when Christians around the world cel
brate the birth of the Lord Jesus.
worl d and peace to alll peopl e of go
message is more important than ever before. As an international school we are
living example that it is possible for people of different nationalities, cultures,
backgrounds and religious beliefs to live in peace and harmony.

On behalf of the OYIS faculty, administration and staff, | wish you a peaceful
Christmas and a Happy New Year.


http://www.oyis.org
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Departing Students

@) We bid farewell to the following students and wish them and their families well for the future.
Name Level
Ruby MacDonald Preschool
Sam MacDonald Kindergarten A
Junhan Lee Kindergarten B
Mae MacDonald Grade 1
Harry MacDonald Grade 5

Tuition Payment Reminder

A gentle reminder for parents paying tuition fees by installments that the second payment was due on
November 3% and is now overdue. Prompt payment to the Office is greatly appreciated.

The next and final installment payment is due by Februafy 2@®10.

Donations

QYIS would like to thank the following who generously donated to the school:

Name Child/Organization Donation
Ms. Shannon Preschool Teacher Library books
Mrs. Okuda KB Assistant Teacher Classroom materials
Mrs. Lee Mother of Ms. Soonih, Office Library books
Mr. Réhel ESL Director/PYP Coordinator PC
Mr. Primeau Grade 2 Teacher Computer parts

YMCA Charity Run

An OYIS Lions Team took part in the "1Annual Osaka YMCA Charity Run on Monday, Novembé? a8

Osaka Castle Park. The team members were SB8and.ee of Grade 4 and Ji Ho You, Ichira Kaneko, Won
Joong Kim, Hee Yoon Lee and Maruseana Sititi of Grade 5. The team entered the Designated Time Sectior
and finished the race four minutes outside of their designated time. Our thanks goes to the team and to al
who supported them. QYIS received donations of ¥25,352 through selling the new OYIS plastic folder and
from other funds. The PTA kindly donated the balance so as to reach ¥50,000 entry fee target.
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Upcoming Events

12/197 1/8 Winter Vacation

1/11 National Holiday (No school)
1/19 Japanese New Year Party
2/11 & 12 National/School Holidays (No school)

IB PYP inhouse workshop

Evacuation Drill

An Earthquake Drill was held on Thursday, Novembét, 19 at 9: 50AM. The student s
covero routine and safely evacuated to | chi ok-al S

~

assembled in the Gym so that we could announce the length of time it took to evacuate and remind everyor
the correct procedures to follow in case of an emergency.

OYIS Office Christmas Closure

The OYIS Office will be closed frordecember 38, 2009 to January 12010 inclusive.

PTA Christmas Bazaar

The PTA annual Christmas Bazawas heldrom December 10to December 17inclusive in the Reception area

of OYIS. A wide variety of festive goods were on sale at reasonable prices. All monies raised went to the P
fund for the improvement of the student learning environment. We are very grateful to all the parents who
such fantastic work in purchasing and wrapping items, baking and in manning the stall. Thank you to all th
who supported the school by donating goods and purchasing items.
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Christmas Concert

On Thursday, December £70YIS held its annual Christmas Concert at the ORC Hall on‘theldor. The
Concert opened with an amazing display of synch
Club. Then followed solo, duet and group performances from some of our very talented students and staff w
performed on piano and through dance, song and recital.

The second half was devoted to our main present:
insight into the lighter side of Christmas. The students gave an outstanding performance and looked very w
in their colourful costumes. Our thanks go to the students, faculty (especially Mr. Gomes, Music Teacher) a
staff, the PTA and parents for making the Concert a truly seasonal spectacle.

Santaos Vi

Santa Claus and his Elves paid a surprise visit to OYIS today, much to the delight of the students. Santa visite
the classes, distributed Christmas gifts to the children and wished them a Merry Christmas and a Happy |
Year! Thank you, Santa!

Christmas Tree Decoratiol

The Tree Decoration Ceremony took place on Monday, Novem-
ber 3d" at the regular Assembly in the General Purpose area. The
children made Christmas wishes, decorated the Christmas Tree
with handmade ornaments and sang Christmas carols. Thank you
to Mr. Chadwick for leading the event, to the students for their

wonderful participation, to the parents for their supportive pres-

ence, to the PTA for ensuring that the GP area was bedecked ir
seasonal style and to Mr. Gomes for leading the singing.

OYIS/Minato YMCA Christmas Str

On December ¥, OYIS students together with Wellness staff
carried out a street collection near JR Bentencho Station. Each
grade level spent about 30 minutes engaged in this collection
and raised a total of ¥31,124. The money will be used for
YMCA charitable projects. We would like to remind parents
who may have neglected to do so that collection envelopes
may still be returned to the Office.
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