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New Faculty

We welcome the following faculty to OYIS:

Mrs. Morian Okuda, Kindergarten B Assistant Teach
Mrs. Okuda is no stranger to OYIS having previously se
as special needs assistant in the senior grades, working
Mr. Mohabir and Mr. Johnson

Mr. Dwayne Primeau, Grade 2 TeacheMr. Primeau

is a

Canadian national and a certified teacher who holds. a
BA and a B.Ed. from Trent University, Ontario (1995
and 2006 respectively). He has worked as an ALT for'a
number of years in Japan. He, also, is no stranger to the
QYIS community as he has worked here as a substitute
teacher, a Saturday School/Intensive Courses teacher,
and a volunteer in the Grade 1 classroom in the last
school year.

Ms. Kristen Yoshinaga, Grade 3 TeacheMs. Yoshinagd
is an American national and a certified teacher who ho
Master of Arts in Teaching from Simmons College,
ton, USA, (2006), and a BA in Film from The Evergrd
State College, Olympia, USA (1996). Kristen has taug
Hawai 0i , mai nl and USA, T
us from Tokyo YMCA International School.

C 0 mE

Mrs. Dawn Inada, ESS TeachemMrs. Inada is an Ameri-

can national who holds a BA in Sociology and Italian from
the University of WisconsiMadison, USA (1989), a
Masters in Education in Curriculum and Instruction from
the University of Minnesotdwin Cities, USA (2005). She

is currently studying for a Master in Education Degree
with a focus on instruction in international schools. Dawn
has taught in the USA, Hungary and Japan and comes to us
from Osaka International School.
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New Students

We welcome the following students to OYIS:

Name Level
Kevin Jung Preschool
Ruby MacDonald Preschool
Sam Mustchin Preschool
Kyotaro Nagano Preschool
Yuzuki Nango Preschool
Shu Tanaka Preschool
Maksim Vrishch Preschool
Sivakumar Rithvik Preschool
Sam MacDonald Kinder A
Natsumi Takayama Kinder A
Cara Mustchin Kinder B
Gyu Na Lee Grade 1
Yuka Matsueda Grade 1
Hayato Misasagawa Grade 1
Sang Soo Oh Grade 1
Jong Hyok Park Grade 1
Muzuki Ueda Grade 1
Shinka Wada Grade 1
Hun Jong Ha Grade 2
Ghoma Kamezaki Grade 2
Vince Alissandro Remo Grade 2
Mae MacDonald Grade 3
Sang Jin Oh Grade 4
Yui Hamamoto Grade 5
Won Joong Kim Grade 5
Harry MacDonald Grade 5

We look forward to working closely with them and their parents in the time ahead.

Absence from Swimming and/or Pa

If a student is unable to participate in swimming on a Tuesday or go to the Park on a Thursday but is attendi
school on that day, @aritten explanatiorshould be given to the Homeroom Teacher by the parent concerned.
The parent also needs to consider the possibility that if the student is too ill to attend swimming or park the
they also may be too ill to attend school on that particular day. We encourage 100% attendance at OYIS a
also 100% patrticipation.
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Upcoming Events

11/17 PTA Annual General Meeting
11/23 National Holiday (No School)/Osaka YMCA Charity Rup
12/10- 17 PTA Christmas Bazaar

12/191 1/11 Winter Holiday

11/20 First Report Card
11/24- 27 Parent/Teacher Conferences
12/17 Christmas Concert

Japanese Speech Cc

QYIS is proud to announce that three of our students who represen
school at the recent ORC Festival Japanese Speech Contest ca

with prizes. They are: Jong Hy w
no Seikatsud (6My Life in Japa i m
about oKankoku to Nihon no Chi ; Rt er ¢
and Japand); and Ji Ho You ( Gr _, ; e ect

omou Ni hon no Seikatsud (O6My Li

Congratulations to the students and to Fukursatosei who worked ha
in preparation for the contest.

Winter School

We are pleased to announce that we will have the OYIS Winter School for OYIS preschool, kindergarten, ¢
elementary school students (Preschool and kinder classes will be combined). Classes will be held on Decel
21%, 22" and 24" from 9:30AM to 3:30PM for a fee of 18,000. This program is exclusively for OYIS students.

The curriculum is similar to the regular OYIS curriculum; however it is more relaxed and focused on individu
needs and enhancement of English. If you wish to enroll, please return the form sent out recently to the of
before December 15th. Please note that the class will be cancelled if we do not get a minimum of 4 applicants

Influenza A

We ask you to continue to take the usual precautions against influenza as detailed in the Emergency Inform
section of our Homepage laitp://www.oyis.org/emergency.php . If you have a child who has been confirmed
as having Influenza A please notify the school and do not send the child or any siblings to school. It is very
portant that OYIS receives accurate andaate information so as to keep the school community informed and
to try to prevent the spread of the virus within the school. This is a serious parental responsibility and you
operation in this regard is expected. The rate of Influenza A infections has been increasing throughout the ge
community and as such we have been experiencing the same increase in infections at OYIS. We will contint
monitor the situation and keep you informed.
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Osaka YMCA Charity Run

An OYIS Lions Team will take part in the $&nnual Osaka YMCA Charity Run on Monday, November 23rd
at Osaka Castle Park from 9AM to 2PM. Currently the team consists of five students,f&auhge of Grade

4 and Ji Ho You, Ichira Kaneko, Won Joong Kim and Maruseana Sititi of Grade 5}. We are looking for. on
more student to join. The team has entered the Designated Time Section. OYIS received donations of ¥25,
to date through selling the new OYIS plastic folder and from other funds. The PTA has kindly agreed to supp
ment the collection so as to reach the ¥50,000 target.

The aim of the Charity Run at the Osaka YMCA is to raise money for children of all nationalities and back
grounds residing in Osaka, who are mentally or physically disabled. Mr. Chuck Wilson is the President and,
Tokyo, events of the same nature have been held twenty times in the past, each time sponsored by various
bassadors, international firms and the National Council of YMCAs of Japan. Last year, Charity Runs were he
at the Hokkaido, Sendai, Tochigi, Saitama, Chiba, Tokyo, Yokohama, Yamanashi, Nagoya, Kyoto, Kobe, H
roshima and Osaka YMCAs. In Osaka, the eventispmmsored by Osaka YMCA and the International Asso-
ciation of Yb&s Mends Clubs Japan West Region. Th
enable childresin-need to take part in outdoor camps and other activities. We do hope that many of you wil
work with us and be a part of this rewarding experience.

Official Sponsor: Mitsubishi Corporation

Sponsors: Osaka Prefecture, Osaka City; Osaka Chamber of Commerce; Osaka Junior Chamber of,Co
merce; Osaka Prefecture Social Welfare Conference; Osaka Municipal Social Welfare Conference; Osaka V
unteer Association; Osaka Youth Activity Foundation; Radio Osaka; Asahi Shimbun Welfare Culture'Co
Kansai Television Youth Training Co.; NHK; Ni ho
group; Disabled Person Measure Head Office; Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare; National Social Welfar
Conference; Osaka Prefecture Education Board; Osaka Municipal Education Board.

Osaka YMCA International School Gove

The following are the members of OYISGB for the 280 school year:

Name Position
Mr. Shinichi Tanaka Chair
Mr. Keizo Shimeda Vice-Chair
Mr. Noriyuki Gotoh Secretary, Head of OYIS
Mr. Fukuzo Ishihara Treasurer
Mr. Yasuhiro Sueoka Osaka YMCA General Secretary
Mr. Takehiro Matsumoto | Community Representative
Mr. Saburo Tsudaka Community Representative
Mrs. Malika Yamashita QYIS Parent Representative

OYISGB usually meets six to eight times during the school year. Parents are welcome to contact the Parent
resentative if they have any issues, concerns or questions that they feel should be brought to the attention of
ISGB.

Fire Drill

A Fire Drill was held on Tuesday, October™ 3he students safely evacuated through the designated exits tt
Ichioka Senior Commercial High School. Afterwards everyonassembled in the Gym so that we could an-
nounce the length of time it took to evacuate and remind the students of correct procedures to follow in case «
emergency.
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EARCOS Admi ni st'r

The East Asia Council of Overseas Schools annual
ippines from October 3ito November 3. The theme for this yearoés Co
Change the Worldo. This Conference provided an_o

national education and to network with fellow educators from the East Asian region. Approximately 500 dele
gates met from schools in Japan, China, Thailand, Taiwan, South Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Indone
The Philippines, and so on. OYIS was represented by Mrs. Hinode and Mr. Murphy.

Lion Learner Certificate

As you are aware QYIS is basing its Lion Learner Certificate on the IBO Learner Profile. The IB PYP seeks
develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of
planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. Such an internationally minded person demonstrate
attributes of the Learner Profile. These attributes are as follows: Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Commt
cators, Principled, Opeminded, Caring, Riskakers, Balanced, Reflective and Llfeng Learners. On October
5™ the first Lion Learner Certificates were presented to the following students:

Class Student
Preschool Maksim Vrishch & Kyotaro Nagano
Kindergarten A Na Lyeong Kim
Kindergarten B Cara Mustchin, Yoon Jin Kim & Aoto Utsugi
Grade 1 Wallace Sititi
Grade 2 Ji Jun Lee
Grade 3 Meherkaran Bhatia & Seung Min Lee
Grade 4 JiWon Yun, Kounosuke Okada & Jong Been Park
Grade 5/6 Ji Ho You, Hyo Jung Kim & Kie Matsui

Tuition Payment Reminder

A gentle reminder for parents of students who started the school year on August 31st, and are paying tuition
by installments, that the second payment is due on NovemBeP8impt payment to the Office is greatly appre-
ciated.

The following and final installment payment is due by Februaly 26810.

Parent Volunteers

We wish to thank all those who are contributing in many different ways to the life of the school. We thank es
cially the PTA Executive Committee and our parent volunteers who are working in the OYIS Library or variot
classrooms. Their spirit of volunteerism is in keeping with the philosophy of the YMCA and is both highly value
and greatly appreciated.
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Coffee with the Principal

It was a pleasure to meet parents and listen to their comments, concerns and questions. In such a collabo
atmosphere, OYIS will continue to develop and improve upon the educational programme offered to the stud
and aimed at developing the whole person, body, mind and spirit.

The presence of Mr. Réhel, IB PYP Coordinator, was also very welcome. He further explained the PYP to
parents in a very constructivist and inquiry based way and also addressed their questions and concerns.; We
forward to his presence at future meetings. More information about the IBO in general can be found
www.ibo.org. Information on the Primary Years Programme can be fouhdm@t/www.ibo.org/pyp/. Informa-

tion relating to IB World Schools in Japan and Universities in Japan that recognise the IB Diploma can be fol
at http://www.ibo.org/country/JP/index.cfm

The Coffee with the Principal schedule for the Second Marking Period will be published in the December ne
letter. | strongly encourage as many parents as possible to attend these sessions.

English Language Classes for Pa

Mrs. Yamashita, mother of Toma in Grade 3, continues to offer her English language class. We thank Mrs.
Yamashita for making herself available to teach this class and we encourage parents to take on the challent
of improving their English language skills and in turn serve as a model-tdiifelearning for their children.

An increase in the language skills of parents will improve the general English language atmosphere of the
school, as well as equipping parents with language skills necessary for communicating with faculty/staff and
helping their children with homework, etc.

OYIS has been able to secure a 40% discount for QYIS parents on Regular and Seminar English Languac
classes held at Tennouji YMCA. The Entrance Fee has also been waived. We are grateful to Mr. Gotoh
OYIS Executive Director, and Tennouji YMCA for making this exclusive discount possible
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